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Leaders of the Caribbean Community and Common Market (CARICOM) met in St. Lucia July 1-4
for their 19th summit celebrating the organization's 25th year. On the agenda was the European
Union (EU) banana-import system, progress toward creation of a Caribbean common market
and Caribbean court, and increased ties with South Africa. High on the agenda was protecting
the favorable banana-import agreement with the EU that the World Trade Organization (WTO)
declared a violation of free trade in 1997. The ruling came after complaints from producing nations
Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, and the US (see NotiSur, 01/25/95 and 05/23/96.
A week before the CARICOM meeting, the EU announced a revised banana-import policy intended
to comply with the WTO ruling. The new rules soften restrictions on the importation of the "dollar
bananas" from Latin America but do not eliminate the quota system that reserves about 30% of the
EU market for the more expensive bananas from the Asia Pacific and Caribbean (APC) group of
former European colonies. The EU is expected to announce further refinements of the policy later
this year. In the conference's communique, the delegates said they were satisfied with the revisions
because they guarantee the continuation of special status in the EU market for Caribbean producers
and will "provide much needed long-term security and stability to the industry."
James Mitchell, Prime Minister of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, wrote to President Bill Clinton
asking that the US not oppose the changes and accept them as consistent with WTO agreements
on fair trade. Little progress made on regional court The Caribbean regional court had been
envisioned as an appeals court that would replace the member states' use of the Privy Council in
the United Kingdom. However, CARICOM ministers agreed to change the name of the court from
the Caribbean Court of Appeals to the Caribbean Court of Justice and to give it broader powers,
including original jurisdiction in the interpretation and application of the CARICOM Treaty.
Opponents argue that member states need to clean up the court systems in their own countries
before moving to a regional higher court. Human-rights activists point to the lack of modern
facilities and law books, underfunded legal-aid services, and improper court procedures as
problems that should be addressed before the region abandons the use of the Privy Council.
Trinidad and Tobago already announced it would continue to send appeals in murder convictions to
the Privy Council. CARICOM's Legal Affairs Committee will meet in September and a final draft of
the court agreement is expected within six months.

Single-market deadline pushed back
Progress toward the Single Market and Economy for the region has also been slow, and delegates
could only note an "acceleration in the implementation" and set next year as the new deadline for
final agreement. They also set the end of this year as the deadline for implementing a common tariff.
A new Council for Finance and Planning is to meet twice per year to oversee regional integration
and to consider establishing common financial and monetary polices. The ministers also signed
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 2

LADB Article Id: 54687
ISSN: 1089-1560

two protocols on industrial and agricultural policies, and another on trade policy is to be signed
in March 1999. Summit promotes closer ties with South Africa South African President Nelson
Mandela attended the summit to promote closer ties with CARICOM in trade, technical assistance,
and tourism.
The leaders also discussed ongoing plans to open a South African diplomatic mission in Jamaica
and a CARICOM diplomatic mission in South Africa. The two sides agreed to develop plans for
eliminating visas for travel between the Caribbean and South Africa, to increase airline connections
between the two regions, and permit "greater scope for the provision of skilled services by
Caribbean nationals to South Africa."
In his speech closing the summit, Mandela went beyond regional economic planning to call for
neutralizing the economic advantages of the developed nations. "Southern Africa is strategically
placed to act as a bridge connecting the Caribbean and Latin America with Asia," he said. "Let's
seize this opportunity that this brings to the supply of goods and services among ourselves and that
can enormously reduce our dependence on the developed world," said Mandela. "None of us as
individual countries, or even as regional associations, can decide tariff policies on our own; such is
the nature of the world's financial system." [Sources: Notimex, 06/26/98; Granma (Cuba), 07/01/98;
Reuters, 07/04/98; Inter Press Service, 06/29/98, 07/06/98, 07/07/98]
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